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life, coming in the course of an ordinary forenoon and with no 

warning, was made with such swiftness as to bring to his face 

only the expression of painless calm. 

William Gardner Hale 
University of Chicago 



WALTER DENNISON 

In the passing of Professor Walter Dennison, of Swarthmore 
College, we have lost a distinguished Latinist and Roman archaeolo- 
gist, an enthusiastic and wonderfully skilful teacher of the classics, 
and an earnest advocate of the value of classical studies. He was, 
indeed, more than this. For twenty years he had been a stimulat- 
ing friend and adviser of college students; they turned to him for 
counsel as to few other teachers in our country, and he gave them, 
with absolute freedom, the most effective help and personal 
friendliness. It is safe to say that no one who knew him even in a 
slight degree will soon forget the quiet gentleness that marked his 
spirit. Those who knew him best are aware, too, of his most 
efficiently organized life and of the marvelous manner in which he 
was able to accomplish the work laid out — this, even in the midst 
of what to others would have been great distractions. To him 
they were not distractions. He was always accessible, never 
hurried. 

Professor Dennison was born in Saline, Michigan, August 9, 
1869. He was a graduate of the University of Michigan in the 
class of 1893, an d received his doctorate from the same university 
in 1897. He was thereafter successively instructor in Latin at 
the University of Michigan, professor of Latin and Roman archae- 
ology at Oberlin College, junior professor of Latin at Michigan, 
and, since 1910, professor of Greek and Latin at Swarthmore. He 
died suddenly of pneumonia on March 18, 1917. 

Archaeology was always one of Dennison's greatest interests. 
In his student days he was a fellow in the American School of 
Classical Studies at Rome and returned there in 1908-9 as Annual 
Professor of Latin. During the earlier period of his stay in Italy 
he came across a large collection of Latin inscriptions which had 
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been gathered by a parish priest, and he was instrumental in bring- 
ing about the purchase of this collection and its presentation to the 
University of Michigan. During his professorship at the American 
School he happened to chance upon still another collection, this 
time, a "find" of gold treasure from the late Roman period. This, 
again, he was the means of bringing to America, through its purchase 
by Mr. Charles Freer, of Detroit, and at the time of his death he 
was just completing a full account of it for publication. For three 
years, 1913-16, Dennison was secretary of the Pennsylvania 
Society of the Archaeological Institute and since that time had been 
a councilor of the Institute. 

Among the publications which have in part embodied his labor 
perhaps the best known are a Junior Latin Book, published in col- 
laboration with Professor John C. Rolfe; a college edition of Livy; 
and revisions of Kelsey's Topical Outline of Latin Literature and 
of Frieze's edition of Virgil's Aeneid. He had done noteworthy 
work in archaeology, especially in connection with the so-called 
"Scipio" type of Roman portrait bust and with the battle fields 
of Caesar. Numerous scholarly notes and articles on other sub- 
jects have also come from his pen. 

His missionary labors for the classical cause had, especially in 
recent years, taken much time. He was one of the organizers, as 
he was the first president, of the Philadelphia Society for the 
Promotion of Liberal Studies, in which capacity he gave many 
hours of faithful and effective service. While president of the 
Classical Association of the Atlantic States in 1914-15, he was 
largely responsible for the publication of a most valuable little 
pamphlet entitled The Practical Value of Latin. 

Such is the bare record of the most salient facts of Walter 
Dennison's academic life. They give perhaps some slight sugges- 
tion of the many fields in which his loss is felt. 

W. W. Baker 

Havekford College 



